VI car

January 2012

Dear Friends,

In terms of our Centenary
celebrations, this month sees

the beginning of a new

century! nHer e begi nne:
new Chapter in the life of our

par i s WAndoyet, it is a day

like any other.

Throughout this coming month, our readings in
church will encourage us to put flesh on the bare
bones of the Christmas mes s age: 0l NCAIRNAT
60 EMMANUEALGOD WI TH US6. This day
be a day like any other; but our Christian profession
says that He walks through the day with usémak
a day full of limitless opportunity, if we have the eyes
and the hearts to see!

As the Christmas message unfolds, Wise Men
from the East appear. Vicars are always boringly
reluctant to put them in the manger scene too early;

for they were not present at the birth, and their advent
on the scene has a significance of its own. This is the
message of the Epiphany which 1 for us - unfolds

through January.

It is a message important enough to stand
alone: that the glory that s 0Chsetd i s not e X
reserved for the Jewish people alone; but for ALL . In
moder n par How noolés thati o
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Our world seems to be in an unusually parlous state.
as we enter the New Year: erratic government in so many
countrieséa fistha wil beadround fori quite a
ti meéand a generation of young p e
meaningful employment. The world does indeed need a
6Saviour 0.

Our readings in the January season of Epiphany all
speak in one wagignsét pes sohinife@o d 6
glory being worked out. I n St Jo
the miraculous happenings at the Wedding in Cana is

described as

Afnét he fir st ..o(fhat)hevealedshis glarys
and his disciples believed i

The Wise Men were brought to Bethlehem by
the staréa sign in the sk
something cosmic was happening (Luke 2.15 -
21). The Disciples (on the other hand)
were brought to their discipleship of
Jesus by what they  saw in Him. (John
L+ 1.43-end & John 2.1 -11). At the end of th e
=+~ month, we shall be reminded of the special
 6somethingd t haSmednhamd &nhad er |
saw in the baby Jesus when he was brought to the Temple.
The lesson should be clear.

Wh a't wWwodd the sightmattefs . ot he
Wh a 't W @ @& dhe sight of Go d matters even more; but

there - at least 7 we must trust in his benevolent and
forgiving nature.  The world is less benevolent and
forgivingéespecially when we cl air

manifestly are not. May the sincerity of our Christian
profession of faith in 2012 not only be seen in deeds and
actions (that speak louder than words) but be blessed also
by being s omekpipmanyel seds

X X X
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...l am so sorry Vicar - but with all the snow this
week - no-one has managed to get to church...

Talking of being 6cool 6 it may be that
air when you read thisémakingrlyl ife
especially. Whatever the winter weather brings, it is

important that those of us who are able to be mobile help
those who are not, and see to their needs if no one else is.
A friendly offer of help will always be welcomed.

In many ways, | hope tha t 2012 is a quieter vyear
than 2011éand certainly ¢tfdllaatound t i S
the world; but whatever lies ahead for each of us, know
that the Lord walks with you.

A Happy and Blessed New Year to us all!
With best wishes

O, QUL



Abbey Howuse GLASTONBURY

G[ciston(mry)

ABBEY HOUSEE¢ in prospect!

We are already planning 2 days and nights
away at Abbey House for this coming June;
and it would be wonderful if we could fill the
house this year. There is room for over 30
guests depending upon the number of singles and couples. The
dates are Monday 18™ to Wednesday 20" June 2012. The cost
will be in the region of £125 per person.

Groups from our parish have been going to Abbey House for
over 20 years, and some have gone back as individuals. Some have
even spent Christmas there. First and foremost, Abbey House is an
hi storic building (built in 1830)
grounds of the Abbey ruins. It has been the Wells Diocesan retreat
House since 1931 and has welcomed countless visitors and guests
since for retreats, conferences and parish gatherings. (Our own
Vicar first stayed there as a 17 year old schoolboy!)

In the past, our own parish gatherings have been very
informally arranged around gentle Bible Study, worship and prayer
together and generous free time; but nothing is compulsory! On
pur pose, we have avoided the term
motive has always been constructive discussion and fellowship
between people who might normally only acknowledge one another
at the church door on Sunday. The Abbey staff feed us very well,
the beds are most comfortable, and i as we usually meet in summer
T we make the most of the grounds and environs. We normally go to
Evensong in Wells Cathedral on the Tuesday, and the lure of Street
Shopping village has been known to tempt the odd visitor!

We have not yet planned this ye
the Vicar is open to fresh thinking about what we might do. Please
consider joining us for this short time away, and put the dates in your
diary accordingly. Mo Willis will be taking names from the beginning
of February, but i if you want to commit i please mention it to her or
the Vicar at any time. One thing is for sure: most people who
goétend to want to return!

Jeremy Oakes
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LAUGHTER REDUCES PAIN

It seems th at laughter really is a great medicine,
if recent research at Oxford University is
anything to go by. Researchers found that
hearty laughing with friends for 15 minutes a
day was enough to raise a personds
cent. Laughing makes us e xhale several times in a row,
which prompts the brain to release pain -killing chemicals
known as endorphins.

X X X

W HAT MAKES YOU FALL ASLEEP?

It seems that noise, not counting sheep, works best.
Wayne Rooney admits that the sound of a vacuum cleaner
or hair dryer can put him out. Other more usual helpful
sounds are listed as the sound of waves, soft music, the
wind, a ticking clock, the drone of a bee, or the hum of
traffic. Sadly 10 per cent of us only have to talk with our
partner to feel sleepiness stealing over us...

X X X

JUGGLING TECHNOLOGY

\=/ A quarter of us check our mobile phones wit hin
T T three minutes of waking up, 69% of us work on
N our laptop s while talking on the phone... and
4 watching TV 1 all at the same time.

In fact, the average person spends an average of
three hours a day watchi ng TV, five hours on computers,
and about an hour on the phone. The research was for
Esure insurance.

-5-



CENTENARY MESSIAH

Our Messiah was a hugely successful
centenary celebration and greatly
apprec iated by the choir and
congregation. Considering there were
three other concerts in the vicinity that
evening, the event was very well
supported.

Our own choir was joined by other singers from
Dorchester, Wimborne, Christchurch, and Ringwood -
totalling about forty -five singers in all. Many of them are
regular singers in their own church choirs and a number of
denominations were represented including Roman Catholic,

Methodist, Baptist, Anglicans from  all over Poole and
Bournemouth, and Jewish . Indeed, one of our soloists was
a former cantor in a London synagogue! We had very good

feedback from the visiting singers that they considered it a
"great privilege" to have been able to take part, and that
they would be keen to join with us again.

Our numbers w ere swelled by younger local singers
who contributed especially to the strong tenor section, but
are unable to contemplate joining the church choir as
unfortunately, they are just finishing work when our choir is
meeting for choir practice.

Apart fromt he celebrations, the good news is that we
were able to send a cheque for £400 to Routes to Roots - a
Poole charity which addresses local homelessness and
related needs. Two charity members also sang in the choir.

Some of our own congregation enjoyed join ing the
choir for the occasion, which has resulted in two new
regular members, and we look forward to more. "He who
sings, prays twice" which is worth  bearing in mind when
retirement takes away our God -given vocation and we look
for other opportunities to use our talents In His Service.
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W HERE DO CHILDREN LEARN TO BE KIND ?
©

behaviour?

L\ 4 If there are young people in your life, ask
@ yourself this: where are they learning to be
|

kind, compassio hate, and charitable
*H x towards others? Where are these values
set out as basic principles of human

=30

At home? In school? Dame Joan Bakewell, 78, the
former O6pensionersd champTlheade day

where would young people even learn to value a
commitment to charity or kindness? They donobt l ear
t heir home, they donoét | earn t i

i
l'tds not what yYoawwd ree ameaurtt. t o st a
your own individual personality; make your way in the
world. fi K dness, empathy, generosity, are all in short
supply. People used to learn it from the churches. I learned

it at Sunday school . Where do you
know. O
Sheadds: " On the whol e, our soci et

We care about money, we care abo ut fame, we care about
success. 0

FOOT IN MOUTH

The vet in a small town was also in charge of
the Neighbourhood Watch Scheme. Late on e
night the phone rang, and his wi fe answered.

An agitated voice e nquired, "Is your husband
there?" "Do you require his services as a
neighbourhood watch, or as a vet?" she asked. "Both!" was
the reply. "We can't get our dog's mouth open, and there's

an intruder in it."

-7 -



THE CONVERSION OF ST PAUL

St Paul will be remembered at the midweek Service
of Holy Communion on Wednesday, $9anuary

>6& January is a month of the beginning of great

™ o things! As well as the naming of the Son of

agF God, we celebrate the conv ersion of the
greatest ever apostle of the Christian faith.

/ \

Many books have been written on Paul, and
here is the briefest of introductions.

He was a Jew, born as 6Saul 6 at
up by the rabbi Gamaliel as a Pharisee. A devout, fanatical
Jew, Saul persecuted the Christians, and watched with
satisfaction the first Christian martyrdom, the stoning of
Stephen.  Then on his way to Damascus Saul had a vision

of Christ that stopped him, literally, in his tracks. He
realised that this Jesus whom he was persecuting was in
fact the Messiah for whom he had longed.

Saul changed overnight. He took a new name, Paul,
and became an evangelist for the cause of Christ. He

became a leader in the early Church, and his special calling

was as an apostle to  the Gentiles.  He wrote many epistles
to the young churches he founded - and thus, inadvertently,
wrote a great part of the New Testament.

Life as the greatest apostle was hardly full of perks:
he was stoned, beaten, mobbed, homeless, hated,
imprisoned, and finally martyred. Tradition has it that he
was beheaded in Rome during the persecution of Nero in AD
64, and buried where the basilica
wal | s6 now Hismamydfsith in Christ has kindled
similar belief in many millions of people down the centuries.

X X X

For people who like peace and quiet - a phoneless cord!
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ORK E-MAILS OVER CHRISTMAS ?

Okay, be honest: did you check your office
emails over the Christmas break? It see ms
that as many as 48 per cent of us find it really

hard to let go while on holiday. Some of us say

we want to keep up, and so reduce the
workload on our return. Others of us say we
love our job, and miss the office. Still others of us simply
worry lest our job might have vanished in our absence.....

The poll was carried out by TripAdvisor.

X X X

NEW YEARG DAYS
By Celia Standish

The New Yeards days are white
The winds are laughing as they blow.
Across the ponds and lakes we glide,
And ob6er the drifting snow
And down the hills we gaily slide,
For it is winter weather.

Each rushing stream is warmly
An icy coat upon its breast,
And on each branch of every tree,
Packed in as close as close can be,
The next yeards | eafl ets we
All nestled close together.

X X X
Two hats were hanging on a hat rack in the hallway. One
hat said to the other: 'You stay here; I'll go on a head.'
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MAKING A GOOD JOURNEY OFIT

At the start oft he New Year a man was going
on a journey to a distant country. He spent
hours looking at maps, wanting the most
scenic route.  Should he go by plane, train or
car? He spent days looking into the comfort

¥y

of the seats provided, the leg -room, the restaurant s he
would be able to use, the entertainment on offer, and
especially important to him, would the other passengers be

good enough company?

In every way the man made sure that his journey
would be perfect: a scenic route by good transport in total
luxury, with great entertainment, superb food, accompanied
by people he was happy to be seen with.

The trip itself would take two weeks at most T even
by car. It was a one  -way journey: the man would spend the
rest of his life in the distant country.

Yet in all his preparations, the man concentrated
solely on the trip itself. He never took thought of what he
would do when he arrived. What about Passport Control in
the distant country? Would he even be allowed in without a
visa? Would he be suitable for life there?

Our life can be a bit like that. As we hurtle through
the years, we can spend all our time trying to get an
Gupgraded on our career s, our h 0 me

opportunities.  We may indeed make our journey a fantastic
trip 7 but what happe ns when we arrive? Are we ready for
what comes after?

X X X
? The optimi st says the glass is half full. The
pessimist says the glass is half empty. The

pragmatist, being thirsty, drinks the water!
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NEWSROUND

Surge of signatures on power feed -in tariff
petition - The Church of England is calling on the
Government to slow down their plans to drop the

rate of returns on electricity grid feed -in tariffs for

solar panels to give churches, and other
community groups, more time to complete installation. Itis
also asking for a special community tariff. Already 35
Anglican churches have solar panels installed and more
than 300 are actively considering a solar project. Installing

solar panels on churches is a complex business and the
50% cut in return rate pro posed for December 12 will
penalize churches who are committed to installing solar
panels, but  will not have time to complete.

Christians killed and churches bombed amid Islamist

violence in Nigeria - Two worshippers were killed and at
least 12 injured i n an armed raid on a church, and at least
six other churches were bombed during a recent spate of
widespread attacks by Islamist militants in Northern Nigeria

that left around 150 people dead. Please pray for our
brothers and sisters in Christ in Nigeria.
The cal l o f Chriétian8 éhild development charity

Compassion is one several organisations joining forces with
the aim of finally ending global poverty for the 1.4 billion

people worldwide who live on less than $1.25 a day. This is

a coalition of Ch ristian organisations united by the belief

that the Church is the hope for the world. Indeed, the
name 06586 comes from the calll i n
chains of i hene sist mocirgird . evidence which

suggests that this audacious goal is indeed possible. In
1981, 52% of t he worl dés popul at
poverty. That number is now down to 26% meaning the

percentage has been halved in one generation! It is the

hope of 58 that, if the church got more involved, extreme
poverty could be eradi  cated.

- 11 -



CALENDAR FOR JANUARY

Sun 1
CHRISTMAS 2
Tue 3
Wed 4
Thu 5
Fri 6
Sun 8
THE BAPTISM
OF CHRIST
Tue 10
Wed 11
Fri 13
Sun 15
EPIPHANY 2
Tue 17
Wed 18
Thu 19
Fri 20
Sun 22
EPIPHANY 3
Tue 24
Wed 25
Thu 26
Fri 27
Sun 29
PRESENTATION
OF CHRIST
Tue 31

8.00 am
10.30 am
6.00 pm
10.00 am
10.30 am
10.00 am
10. 30-12
8.00 am
10.30 am
6.00 pm
10.00 am
10.30 am
10.30 am
8.00 am
9.30 am
10.30 am
6.00 pm
10.00 am
10.30 am
10.00 am
10.30 -12
8.00 am
10.30 am
6.00 pm
6.30 pm
10.00 am
10.30 am
2.45 pm
4.00 pm
10.30 am
8.00 am
10.30 am
6.00 pm
10.00 am

Holy Communion
Parish Communion
Evening Prayer
Gardening Group
Holy Communion
Parish Art Group
Coffee Morning in Hall
Holy Communion

Matins (Sun Club in church room)
Evening Prayer
Gardening Group
Holy Communion
Coffee & Crafts
Holy Communion
Family Service

(Sun Club in church)

(at St Nicolas)

(at St Nicolas)

Parish Communion  (NO Sun Club)
Choral Evensong

Gardening Group

Holy Communion (at St Nicolas)
Parish Art Group

Coffee Morn ing in Hall

Holy Communion

Matins (Sun Club in church room)
NO Evening Prayer
United Service (at st
Gardening Group

Peteros

Holy Communion (at St Nicolas)
Mot hersdé Uni on
Magazine Collation

Coffee & O6Ref |l

Holy Communion

Matins (Sun Club in church room)
Evening Prayer

Gardening Group

- 12 -
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WEEK OF PRAYER FOR CHR ISTIAN UNITY

i There will be a United Service at St . Pet e
E\uﬂ; Parkstone on Sunday 22 "™ January at 6.30 pm.

Everyone is invited to bring a small cup -cake

or biscuit to share . There will be a  collection for Christian
Aid and Churches Together in Poole. Peo ple can join a choir
for the evening (not robed) to help lead the singing and
there will be a choir practice at 5.00 pm.

CHRISTIAN HOPE INTERNATIONAL i A big O0thank
to all those who have responded to my appeal for buttons

and knitting patterns. Th e response has been excellent and

I now have more than plentiful s u
Heartd group at Upton are delight e
new incentive to see them through the winter months. |

am always grateful to receive double wool or acrylic to

di stribute anadiegwd Knit hbee 6 The numbe
wool shops in the area has diminished considerably and, as

a further sign of the times, the days of picking up a ball at a

much reduced price are no more. Grateful thanks as always

to everyone wh o contributes in any way t o this very
worthwhile charity. (Jenny Stearn)

OREAL® EASTER I|EmbBaly
seems that Christmas is only just over;
but doubtless the shops will soon be
full of Easter Eggs. It is an amazing
fact that NONE of them will men tion
@ e s L kaét year, an Anglican priest in
Manchester started the fight back and
= formed the 6 Meani ngf ul Choco
Lt!dd&youwouldlke a AREAL EAST BRiveEGGO
to a young child perhaps ) Please be sure to read the

page overleaf. Order forms are at the back of church;
but be sure to get your order to the Vicar by
JANUARY 16" at the very latest. Jesus is the

reason for the Easter seasoneéas
- 13 -



CAMPAIGN FOR REAL EASTER EGG CONTINUES

Out of 80 million Easter eggs sold in the UK
every year, the Real Easter Egg is the only
Fairtrade charity faith egg to tell the Easter
story on the box.

Last year churches across Britain joined a
campaign to try and convince supermarkets th at the
demand for an Easter Egg which celebrated the real
meaning of E aster, was real and significant. Congregations
promoted the egg, took orders, money and place d a mail
order delivery.  We gave some to our Sunday Club children.

Eventually four supermarkets ordered low numbers to
trial the Real Easter Egg with their cust omers. They all sold
out very quickly. Despite last year's overwhelming demand
the supermarkets continue to refuse to place large orders,
not wanting mention of Jesus on their shelves.

So to make the Real Easter Egg campaign a success
in 2012, we will s till need to support it as a church though
mail order.  Each Real Easter Egg costs £3.99 this year. If
you want to place an order individually visit the website
www.realeasteregg.co.uk

Following feedback from customers, The Real Easter
Egg has undergone a make -over. The improvements will
make the Real Easter Egg an even more attractive gift and
it remains a unigue way to spread the Easter story in 2012.
The new look box will be fully reveale d in early January, but
you can see the front of the box on the website .

In September 2011 more than £26,000 was given
away to charity from profits made from | ast yegg r 6 s
something the  Meaningful Chocolate Company promised to
do as a sign of the Easte r themes of hope and new life. In
2012 15p from each egg will be donated to the charity
Traidcraft Exchange. Order forms at the back of church.

- 14 -
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POINTS TO PONDER

GK Chesterton: AfHope means expectan
things are otherwise hopel ess.

John F Kenned y: ADo not pray for e
Pray to be stronger men. o

Thomas Merton: AChurches in cities are
solitudes. o

Somerset Maugham: Ail't was such a | ovely
it a pity to get up.o

George Carlin: iThose who dance aimsae cons
by those who cannot hear the musi c.
James M. Barrie: ANot hing is really work
rat her be doing something else. 0

T Hansel: ALaughter adds richness, t ex
otherwise ordinary days. It is a gift, a choice, a discipl ine

and an art. o

Galileo Galilei: i have never met a man s
|l couldn't | earn something from hir
Sir Barnett Cocks: AA committ eedeisac davn c ul
which ideas are |l ured and then qui e
William Shakespeare: fiHe is winding the watch of his

wit; by and by it will strike. 0

Jackie Mason: il have enough money to | :
of my life, unless | buy some thing. o

Orson Welles: fil hate television. | hate it as much as |

hate peanuts. But | can't stop eating peanuts. 0

William Feather: fiSetting a good example for children

takes all the fun out of middle age. 0

Kathy Sierra: filn many cases, t hyeto mor e
compete, the |l ess competitive you e
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RAILWAY LINES

L J

e Dad was a railwayman for most of his

E‘m life, apart from his Second World War

army service, and when he joined up
S Tt j; again after the war as a regular

because he couldndot sett]l
street . But, in 1952, we all came back from Germany, and
Dad went back to working on the railways.

For me t herefore, the world of railways was the
backdrop to my life. Some of my earliest memories are of
travelling on trains. Sitting on
asleep in his arms, and feeling the rough cloth of his army
uniform on my cheek as we travelled fro m London to
Harwich.

Arriving i n Wey mouaaht otnrat hé
London, on our way to Jersey, and being consumed by
excitement because the train was slowly wending its way
through the streets by the harbour where | could see all
sorts of boats, and s ometimes the train having to stop
because of a car on the line.

Once, in the remoteness of the West Highlands at a
tiny station, my Dad negotiated with the d river of the steam
engneand I got to go on the footplate
from one end of the carriages to the other, so that the
engine was ready to pull the train on its return journey.

Thus it was, that when | saw the picture for
November on my railway calendar, of a railwayman from
the Giff ti esd® wal king along a plfaa for
small boy, memories came flooding back of Dad, of his life

on the railways, and of his steady , quiet love for his son.
An apt metaphor | feel, for the love of our Father in heaven
for all of us this New Year. (John McGill)

X X X
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DON @ PROCRASTINATE €

It will cost you an average of £102 this year,

if you do! It seems that the simple chores

we try and ignore only come b ack to bite us
T with fines for late bills, pricey last -minute
child -care, or cars that break down on the
road. Across the UK, the annual bill for
6l atenessd® runs into millions.

Continental Tyres, who did the research, warns that
ignoring your car is espe  cially dangerous. It urges motorists
to do o6winter checksdi before yorecarr car
simply stops on some freezing night, stranding you in the

middle of nowhere.

X X X

LITERALLY FREEZING TO DEATH

More than 200 people will die in Britain every

day this winter because of a cold -related
disease. Most of these death s will be among
pensioners.  Age UK, who did the research, has

responded by [ aunching a c¢amp
Warmt hé, to try and help the thous:
are suffering this winter. Age UK warns that cold weather

and poor heating especially hit people with circulatory and
respiratory diseases.

The warning followed a Government -commissioned
report that found that 2,700 people die each year because
they are unable to afford high fuel bills. That is more than
are killed on Britainbés roads.

X X X

It hurts to be on the cutting edge!
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BRENT GEESEOF POOLE HARBOUR

The smallest geese to overwinter in the

parish, these shy birds can often be seen in
= the shallow water opposite the Luscombe

Valley. They arrive from Arctic Russia in

October and lea ve in early March. Poole
harbour is the most southerly pl ace to see them, other sites
being from the Wash to harbours and estuaries all along the
east and south coasts.

A small dark goose, the Brent has a black head and
neck with a white patch, the back is grey brown, the  belly
dark with a white rump. Bot h when feeding and on the
wing B rents are highly vocal with their ‘cronking' call.

During migration they meet up , forming large flocks
which stop off along the Baltic coasts to rest and feed.
Their bre eding grounds are along the harsh and most
northerly coast of mainland Siberia on the Taymyr
Peninsula, nesting together with Eider ducks on small
islands a few feet above high tide.

Their main predators are Arctic foxes. The brief
Arctic summer means th e breeding cycle must take place
within a period of eig ht weeks before the weather
deteri orates at the end of August.

Their favoured food is eel -grass, a perennial plant
growing in shallow brakish water. In recent years their diet
has changed to include grasses and other vegetation close
to the shore line.

The Brent goose is rare and it is on the amber list as
there are only 121,000 birds left in the world . Poor weather
conditions during the breeding season ca n result in almost
total loss of the gosling s in some years.

X X X

- 18 -



CATHEDRAL W ORSHIP GAINS GROUND

Last year a curious thing happened in the Church

of England. Even though local church attendance

was down, the numbers of people (both adult s and
children) attending Cathedral services (both
Sunday and midweek) increased. Why?

Various bits of research give some interesting
clues. In one study, attenders at two different
Cathedrals said their main reason for attending (88%) was

the ispirat mas phandtted i f eel i ng o fheipeace
second reason (86%) was Aithe cdndiitbe muSheco.
location and the worship made a Afcontempl at.

at mos p h@ 4% whichwas Af r i e (BA%).y O

In another study, 77% of those who never normally
atten ded church services said they found ithe <cathed
upl i f twhikegobthose who only occasionally attended
84% said this, while for regular worshippers it was 95%.
All three groups put fla sense o fas tpee aecond
reason for attending.

This sugge sts questions like: a re our local church
services sometimes too busy, too noisy? Are our services
too geared to entertainment, too non -stop?  Should we
pause and have an occasional time of silence?

X X X

CURIOSITY

A teacher was finishing a lesson on the joys of

discovery and the importance of curiosity.

"Aft er sheadetlayed, A Wher e woul d we
today," she asked, "if no one had ever been

curious?"  One child quietly spoke up from the

back of th e room. "In the garden of Eden?"

- 19 -




W HERE W EREYOU W HEN GEORGE VI DIED?

Sixty years ago next month King Geoge V | died
peacefully in his sleep at Sandringham House.

He was 56, and had a serious lung co ndition. The
official announcement from Sandringham , given
- on 6™ February at 10 .45 am , said the King was
found dead in bed at 7.30 am by a servant. Princess
Elizabeth, who was in Kenya, immediately became Queen,

at the age of 25. She flew back to London to take the Royal
Oath, which sealed her accession to the throne.

Sixty years is a long time ago - some of us were
children back then. What can you remembe r of the day
that King George VI  died? Can you remember where you
were when you heard the news, and who told you? If you
have any memories at all of the fateful day, please contact
the editor so that in our February issue, the anniversary
month, we can in  clude them.

X X X

TELLING YOUR JOURNEY OF FAITH

The church magazine resource website , Parish Pump,
is partnering with the Association of Christian Writers in a
competition for the best article about a faith journey.
Would you like to contribute YOUR story? The artic le should
be up to 800 words and can be either an interview or a first
person account, suitable for inclusion in a church magazine.
The competition close s on Feb 29™. Entries should be
previously unpublished. To enter: send your entry as an
attachment v ia email to admin@christianwriters.org.uk and
send a cheque for £5 payable to Association of Christian
Writers to PO Box 551, Hounslow, TW3 9NX. Prizes of £50,
£30 and £20 are offered for the first thre e places. The best
6 to 10 entries will appear on the Parish Pump website.
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SUNDAY READINGS [N JANUARY

Sunday 1 * January i CHRISTMAS 2

OLD TESTAMENT: Isaiah 61.10 i 62.3
Isaiah prophesies that the Lord will fill nations with
righteousness and praise an  d they will recognise that
Israel has been chosen by the Lord.

NEW TESTAMENT: Galatians 4.4 -7
Paul speaks of sonship in terms of discipleship which
is engendered by the Dbirth of
Christ in our hearts.

GOSPEL: Luke 2.15 -21
The shephe rds go to Bethlehem and when they see
Jesus they spread the word and praise God.

Sunday 8 ™ January 1 THE BAPTISM OF CHRIST
OLD TESTAMENT: Genesis 1.1 -5
The beginning of Genesis describes the first day of
the creation of the world when God separated ligh t
from darkness.
NEW TESTAMENT: Mark 1.4 -11
John the Baptist prepares the way for the coming of
Jesus. Jesus is baptised by John and hears the voice
of God.

Sunday 15 ™ January i EPIPHANY 2
OLD TESTAMENT: 1 Samuel 3.1 -10
God reveals himself to Samuel t hrough the medium
of a dream and its interpretation by Eli.
NEW TESTAMENT: Revelation 5.1 -10
Jesus was worthy of breaking the seals and opening
the scroll because by his sacr|
representative on earth.
GOSPEL: John 1.43 -end
Jesus calls his first group of disciples and it is clear
that these men are instantly aw
from their first moment of contact with him.
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Sunday 22 "™ January i EPIPHANY 3
OLD TESTAMENT: Genesis 14.17 -20

After Abram defeated his enemies he is bless ed by
Melchizedek, king of Salem and given bread and
wine.

NEW TESTAMENT: John2.1 -11
An account first mirhaesnutiseresence of
his mother and disciples I a demonstration of God at
work in the ministry of Jesus.

Sunday 29 ™ January i THE PRESENTATION OF CHRIST

OLD TESTAMENT: Malachi3.1 -5
Mal achi portrays mands encounte
of trial and judgement in which our shortcomings are
exposed and commitment to the Lord tested.

NEW TESTAMENT: Luke 2.22 -40
Jesusd uniqgue i deanceis togfirmedby i mp
the testimony of Simeon and Anna.

X X X

SEAL OF APPROVAL

A seal of approval is a sign of official
recognition and approval.

Seals have been used for mill  ennia to
authenticate documents. They have at
different periods been carved precious
stones impressed on clay, lead and wax
seals and signet rings. A document with

a seal was then approved. The seal gave it legal status as

in the contracts of medieval t imes or simply ensured
confidentiality as with personal correspondence.

Other phrases refer back to some of these procedures:
signed, sealed and delivered comes from legal practice;
sealed orders; a sealed book.
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